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Role combo 
There are very few jobs in which you are doing exactly the same thing all day, every day. Any job will contain a mixture of 
different activities and each activity can be thought of as a different role. Some of your time you will be an administrator. 
The next minute you will be a negotiator and so on. You could characterise a job by identifying the specific roles that 
someone in that job would play. You could even try to work out how much of your time you spent in each role.  
 
One way to explore how suited you might be to a particular job is to identify the kind of roles you would like to play on a 
day-to-day basis, and how much time you would want to dedicate to those roles. 
 
Here is a list of some suggested roles. Don’t worry about the names, think about what they do. You might want to add 
your own ideas for roles to the list.
 Investigator 
 Problem solver 
 Counsellor 
 Artist 
 Social worker 
 Researcher 
 Manager 
 Leader 
 Negotiator 
 Campaigner 

 Trouble-shooter 
 Scientist 
 Teacher 
 Presenter 
 Advocate 
 Motivator 
 Life coach 
 Administrator 
 Organiser 
 Adviser 

 Strategist 
 Mentor 
 Mediator 
 Salesperson 
 Project manager 
 Financial controller 
 Writer 
 Proof-reader 
 Auditor 
 Chairperson 

 Nanny 
 Inventor 
 Decision-maker 
 Risk-analyst 
 Translator 
 Promoter 
 Bearer of bad news 
 Quality controller 
 Designer 
 Entrepreneur 
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Now think about your ideal job. Draw a pie chart to indicate the mix 
of different roles you would like to have in that job and the proportion 
of time you would like to spend in each role 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Next, identify a real job that you are considering as a possible 
career option. See if you can create a similar pie chart for that job. 
What are the different roles you would have to play in that job? 
What proportion of your time would you be in each of those roles? 
 

My ideal job 

A real job I’m 
considering 


